Academy for College and Career Exploration

Public Health Awareness Week

Monday, November 26-Friday, November 30, 2012
Our students not only need to increase their knowledge about academic content, but also need to be aware of how to protect themselves from life-threatening instances. Fear of having H1N1 (Swine flu) had infiltrated our ACCE student body in the past. In addition, there are a total of almost 16,000 reported cases of people living with HIV/AIDS in Baltimore City as of December 31, 2007.  One person every eight hours contracts HIV.  Young people, especially African-American females, are very susceptible to contracting HIV.  HIV/AIDS is a reality here in the lives of our students. Our students participate in risky behaviors such as unprotected sex and drug abuse.  
Since World AIDS Day takes place on Saturday, December 1st, the ACCE Science Department will be having public health themed lessons November 26th-November 30, 2012. In order to achieve maximum impact, we ask each grade to consider joining us in this endeavor to promote public health awareness. This can be accomplished by 1) wearing and distributing red ribbons, 2) having themed lessons, and 3) incorporating one element of Public Health information into your lessons for that week. Please review sections A through E to assist you in your planning. 
**School Wide Event: Wednesday, November 28th, 2012**
Students will circulate from 2nd period through 7th period that day. They will attend 30 minute small group sessions. The students will circulate with their first period class throughout the entire day. Presenters are expected to attend from 9:00am-3:30pm. Breakfast and lunch will be provided for presenters. The topics that will be covered in the sessions will be HIV/AIDS, birth control, reproductive health, STD’s, nutrition, health & wellness, preventative health, vaccine awareness, alcohol/drug/tobacco abuse, and mental health. 
Section A. Idea bank for each content area:

	Math
	English
	Social Studies

	· Statistics

· Graphing

· Trends

· Demographic Analysis

· Socratic Circle

· Tallying results from surveys


	· Essays

· Short Stories

· Poems

· Rap/Songs

· Slogans (Awareness, call for testing, stigma reduction)

· Responsible vs. Risky Behavior Skits

· Article reviews

· Letters to Editor of Baltimore Sun

· Contraceptive Commercials

· Creating Brochures Explaining Health Issues Relating to Sex

· Socratic Circle
	· History of AIDS/H1N1

· AIDS/H1N1 In other countries

· Governments role

· Impact of AIDS on African-Americans

· Presentations to give to other schools to take up a position on AIDS/H1N1

· Creating Public Service Announcements to Help Educate Others about AIDS/H1N1 

· Debates

· Socratic Circle

· Conducting a survey


Section B: Science Department Public Health themed lessons:

	Mon-Nov. 26th
	Tues-Nov.
27th
	Wed-Nov. 
28th
	Thurs-Nov. 
29th
	Fri-Nov. 
30th

	Nutrition/ Wellness
	Alcohol/Drug Abuse
	School wide event
	Reproductive Health
	HIV /AIDS 




Section C: Proposed ideas for interdisciplinary planning:

	Idea #1: Powers of Persuasion
	Idea #2: The Scientific Method & AIDS

	· Social Studies: Looks at a particular issue

· English: Students write a Persuasive essay/Letter to Editor regarding issue


	· Social Studies: Selects a Problem

· Science: Creates a Hypothesis regarding the Problem

· Social Studies: Conduct a survey as a social experiment

· Math: Tallies Data from surveys

· Science: Analyzes data

· Social Studies: Draws the conclusion based upon the data analysis


Section D: Movies/Documentaries to Show/Discuss:

1. And the Band Played On (1993): The story of the discovery of the AIDS epidemic and the political infighting of the scientific community hampering the early fight with it.

2. Philadelphia (1995): Inspired by the story of Geoffrey Bowers, an attorney who in 1987 sued the law firm Baker & McKenzie for unfair dismissal in one of the first AIDS discrimination cases.

3. HIV Positive Voices: Emmy award winning documentary about four people in Baltimore City who are living positive lives despite their positive HIV status.
Section E: Online tools for lesson planning:

· http://www.dhmh.state.md.us/AIDS/Data&Statistics/NewBalQtrEpi.pdf

· http://www.peacecorps.gov/multimedia/pdf/library/M0063_lifeskillscomplete.pdf
· http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/lessons/hivaids.html
· http://www.advocatesforyouth.org/lessonplans/index.htm
· http://www.populationeducation.org/media/upload/takeastand7-04.pdf
· http://www.populationeducation.org/media/upload/ecoethics7-04.pdf
· http://www.populationeducation.org/media/upload/FoodforThought2006.pdf
· http://www.iwhc.org/resources/positivelyinformed/index.cfm
· http://www.path.org/files/gamesbook.pdf
· http://www.avert.org/lessons.htm
· http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/storiesofaids/
Feel free to contact any member of the Science Department to assist you in your endeavor to promote public health awareness at ACCE from Nov. 26th-Nov. 30th. We have additional resources (i.e. Power Point presentations to aid you in your planning.

 Thanks again for your many contributions to help Baltimore’s children live healthy lives both in and out of the classroom.

Sincerely,

The Science Department 
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