Chesapeake Classrooms
	Title of Unit: 

Action! On Activism to Save the Bay
	School/Team/Grade Level:

ACCE High School 9-12th grades

	Projected Timeline:

One Month
	Participating Teachers/Disciplines:

 Elisabeth Gambino – Art
Vicki Mathew – Science (and/or other science team members)

	Organizing Questions:


How do human activities affect the ecosystem and what actions can we take to help?
How can art be used to express personal opinions through storytelling? 

	Focus of Investigation:

Students will research how human behaviors influence the health of the ecosystems in the watershed.
Students will design and create rod and stick puppets and backdrops

Students will create short films illustrating how actions influence the environment and use the films and puppets to teach middle school students.

	Community Resources (people, places, stakeholders, things):

Trip to environmental center (overnight? )
HS Science classes 

ACCE art students

Middle school science classes

Videos can be shared with other organizations ie living classrooms, Maryland film festival student category

	Fieldwork:

Seining
Water quality check

Field observations
	Culminating project: 

2D Visual mapping of Bay ecology

Script writing

Puppet design and construction
Filming of short movies and presentation to middle school.

	Authentic Forum for the Presentation of Student Work:

Students will develop 2D visual representations of interactions between human society and the Bay (including food sources, garbage, and pollution).
Students will write a short film representing action steps to improve Bay Ecology.

Students will design and develop puppets to use in short film.
Students will present finalized films to middle school students and teach them key actions.  Students will display finalized puppets in showcase and submit films to student festivals and conservation organizations.


Investigation Planning 
Organizing Question:   

	Daily Supporting Question


	Investigation


	Assessment


	State

Standards



	Why is the Bay Important to Us?
	Field experience with Science Classroom – overnight or day trip with CBF

	Follow up with 2D visual representations of Bay ecology interactions with humans including Food Web, Water Cycle, and trash ecology.
(*possibly develop these into murals or large scale paintings for display!)
	MSC (gr 8) – Art Expressing  Ideas
ELOs- see below

	What steps can we take to improve Bay health? How can art help to dissemintate this information?
	Identify genres, movie plots. 

Reading @ solutions in Bay. Chose film teams and select problems, characters, write plot for short film. Use storyboard template and plot map to represent action. Share with class.
	Completed storyboards representing authentic Bay ecology problems and solutions, as well as a grasp of dramatic arc and resolution and drawings of characters in action.
	MSC (gr 8) – Art Expressing  Ideas
ELOs- see below

	How can art teach us to take action to improve Bay Health? 
	 Learn and apply puppet design skills.  Complete screen plays.  Film and screen films, using a  rating system to pick the best.  Share finished films with middle school students. Submit best films to local and national competitions. 
	Completed films, see rubrics.
Authentic assessment – storyboard/script, puppets/backdrop, cinematography (students will be working in groups of 3-5).
	MSC (gr 8) – Art Expressing  Ideas
ELOs- see below
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Students are in this unit primarily to create a complex work of art engaging social activism around environmental issues, then presenting the work to their peers.
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Students will create both 2 and 3 dimensional ideational art that expresses cause and effect relationships between human actions and Bay health and propose action steps for students to take.

Outcome IV
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Students will analyze the work of professional filmmakers as well as themselves and their classmates using  rubrics and checklists.
FIRST LESSON  - FOLLOW UP TO FIELD TRIP

Unit: Bay Ecology
Date: Spring 2013

ELO 1:      [image: image4.emf]
Materials:  Readings/ notes from field trip to Bay site, readings about food web, water cycle, effects of pollution on Bay ecology, map of Chesapeake Bay.

Objective: Students use design skills to map the relationships in Bay ecology and show how human activities affect the Bay.
Motivation:  Partially filled in Food web, draw in the missing links. Partially drawn water cycle, draw missing links. Partially drawn trash line . . . . draw in missing links!!

Agenda: 1) Discuss who put what where in food web/water cycle/trash cycle – use document camera?

2)   Identify problems as  a group – write on white board .  If we have trouble 

 3)   Info graphics - where do we see them? What are they good for?
4) Task – create a cycle, web, or other infographic that shows one major problem caused by human interactions in the Bay ecology. In writing below, write down a solution!  

5) Add color, pattern and texture to make these INFOGRAPHICS easier to read and more attractive (option – we can use computers and do these on the computers depending on labs!!) In which case teach design technology here – 10-15 minutes).

6)  Hang for critique – give out stars to best posters and why. Best ones will be blown up to GIANT POSTERS and hung around the school to encourage responsible ecology.

Assessment:  Completion grade for warm up and Individual assessment of poster/ infographic design. Does your poster include the required information? Is it easy to read? Does it include a written solution?

HW: What is your favorite animal in the Bay?  Look up a picture of this animal and draw it from the picture.  You will need this for your storyboard tomorrow.You can use the library or the internet (ie, phone) to pull up sources.

Accomodations: 

All students:  Repetition of instruction, step by step chunking and redirection, praise for excellent work, encouragement system.  

Graphic Organizer: Empty flow charts of several varieties available for support as well as images of animals, maps of Bay.
Reading Accomodation: peer grouping, modified workload/assessment limit (reduced panels on storyboard)

Extension activity: using symbols and some of your designs from the chart you made, Design a bumper sticker that advocates for the environment!

Unit: Chesapeake Bay Ecology
Date: SPRING 2013

DAY ONE – ECOLOGY MOVIES


VSC: 2.3.2 Plan Personal Artworks that interpret the unique styles and forms of different artists 

8.1.2.b.  Create narrative artworks from observation, memory, and imagination that show setting, characters, action, and differing points of view
ELO: Outcome 2 Expectation A : The student will propose ways that visual art reflects significant historical, cultural, and social issues.  Indication 2. Inspired by selected artworks from different times and places, the student will create an artwork that explores a contemporary cultural or social issue.

Materials: Plot maps, Chesapeake Bay Health Problems/Solutions reading, sample short movies.

Objective: Students will write outlines and treatments to pitch a short movie of their own design .
Motivation:  Plot your favorite movie.  (10 min)

Agenda: 1) Share plots and genres (15 min)

2)   Introduce task – create our own short movie @ the Chesapeake Bay and use it to teach middle school students. Show sample puppet, sample movie. (10-15 min)

3) Interest survey  - review and assign roles in groups. (10 min)  Summarize goals – design characters, setting, and action, draw storyboard, create puppets, film movie! Review storyboard and character techniques.

5) form teams and begin development of storyboard, characters, set and script (20 min with warnings)
6) Turn in outline or treatment (summary) of movie plot and characters.
Assessment:  GROUP assessment of treatment and outline and participation grade for progress on group role (individual, within group packet).

Accomodations: 

All students:  Repetition of instruction, step by step chunking and redirection, praise for excellent work, encouragement system.  

Graphic Organizer: plot map and storyboard pages if needed.
Reading Accomodation: peer grouping, modified workload/assessment limit (reduced panels on storyboard, picture stories with limited text w/ storyboard templates)

Extension activity: draw scenery/design characters to use in your presentation!

FAVORITE MOVIE Character/Plot Worksheet

Your Name:                                                                                               

 Name of Film:

CHARACTERS

Protagonist:

 What does the protagonist think he wants?

 What does protagonist need to do to change?  What is the major PROBLEM or CONFLICT?
  

  

PLOT: plot is the action of the story and gives it structure.

Inciting Incident (10-15 minutes into film). This is the event that sets the story in motion, the opening scene.

  

 

Rising Action: 

  

  

CRISIS (The point at which the worst possible thing that could happen to the protagonist, happens) 

  

  

  

TRANSUBSTATION: (The point in the film when the protagonist's change is completed/ the problem is transformed) 

  

  

RESOLUTION: (How does the story end?) 

  

Exit ticket:

Please define:

Plot:

Character: 

Dialogue:

Please define:

Plot:

Character: 

Dialogue:

Please define:

Plot:

Character: 

Dialogue:

Please define:

Plot:

Character: 

Dialogue:

Standard Plot maps (exposition, rising action, crisis, falling action, resolution) also distributed for planning).
\

Construction – students will learn basic puppet construction and create the characters they have designed using recycled plastic bottles, felt, and cardboard, adhered with hot glue.  They will be creating basic hand puppets with rod-guided arms.  Students will be working in teams of 3-5 for this project, so only some students will be constructing puppets. Others will be researching, designing, and painting backdrops (using imagery generated in the post-field trip systems representation), writing the script, and directing the team progress.
Teachers without specific expertise in puppetry construction can substitute paper puppets to reduce construction time. We are meeting the scope and sequence for fiber arts and soft sculpture in the Visual Arts curriculum.

I am also using reference pages from the American Film Institute Cinematography curriculum available here:

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/videos/42845/D2B15956-1279-3B00-CD01B9EA8FD93498.pdf
in addition to my teacher generated materials.


Final screening – 

Unit: Bay Ecology 
Date: Spring 2013 Final films! 

· VSC:4.0.2. Construct and apply different sets of criteria for making judgments about artwork
Objectives

1. Construct multiple sets of criteria for evaluating works of art from a variety of cultures 

2. Use verbal and written critiques to defend or challenge judgments of works of art by various artists 

a. Select, apply, and communicate criteria for making aesthetic judgments about personally created artworks and the artworks of others 
ELO: 4.1 The student will critique artworks, applying different theories of art to judge personal artwork and that of others.
Materials:  computers/projector, handouts, student work, middle school classroom

Objective: Students will PRESENT, observe, evaluate, and discuss short films.
Motivation:Self evaluation and MOVIE POSTERS (sketch design to begin homework)!!! Review HW – Movie poster advertising your short film, teacher demo.

Agenda: 1) review self-eval, 5 minutes to get ready while we transition downstairs to screen the films.  

2)  Review audience expectations and presentation skills for Q&A with middle school students.


3) screening with questions prompts – probing questions, clarifying questions
5) Evaluate groups – audience assessment, feedback.  

6) Q&A and suggestions for next time.  Have Middle school students create visual art representing the message of the short film (follow up lesson for MS science teachers)

Assessment:  Rubric for films themselves plus evaluation participation.

Accomodations: 

All students:  Repetition of instruction, step by step chunking and redirection, praise for excellent work, encouragement system.  

Graphic Organizer: plot map, packet
Reading Accomodation: peer grouping, modified workload/assessment limit (reduced panels on storyboard)

Extension activity: movie posters

Blank rubric

	
	WRITING: Your movie has a PLOT and a SCRIPT/SCREENPLAY that follows the plot

	
	DESIGN: Your movie has clear characters, which interact with each other and are able to move around a SET or BACKDROP

	
	FRAMING THE SHOT:  Your movie includes a storyboard which is a plan for how the visuals will look with each shot of your movie

	
	TEAMWORK: Your group worked together and you especially made good use of your time.

	
	PROFESSOINALISM/CRAFTSMANSHIP – you were neat and careful with your work and it reflects it by being carefully presented.

	
	PRESENTATION: you presented your work to the class (Friday)

	
	


Student handout

Name:___________________________


Class Period_______________________________

Please CRITIQUE your classmate’s movies by giving them a star for each element:

1 – visuals, characters and set look good, craftsmanship.

2- story – nice action in the story that is concluded by the end, clear what the problem is and the solution

3- dialogue and character

4- framing and cinematography – camera is steady and hands, tabletop don’t show

5 – professionalism  - appropriate language and content, clear message, great production of puppets and set. Could we show it outside of the classroom? Did they represent themselves well?

For each group write the name of the presenters and the number of stars, and at least 2 sentences explaining what they did well and why they did or did not earn all 5 stars. A good critic is specific and clear!

Circle the presenter you think has the best chance of winning local or national awards for their work.

Presenters: 

# of Stars:

Why?

What is the ACTION this film recommends to save the Bay and why is it important?

Presenters: 

# of Stars:

Why?

What is the ACTION this film recommends to save the Bay and why is it important?
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